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Some scientists are afraid that they will lose some of their authority in society, some of their high 

esteem, their reputation. That at some point people will no longer regard them as wise 

knowledgeable people, but that one day people think they you can better use google than ask 

them if you’re looking for reliable answers. 

Now I am not afraid that that will happen. The John Adams Institute had asked me to moderate 

this evening, “because of the theme”. Physics is a science, microbiology is a science, and that 

would make for a great match between the author and myself. It is something I encounter often, 

just the sheer fact that I am called a scientist, will make people believe that I will understand 

anything, from how to build a skyscraper, to what the best medicine is for a fever, to whether it is 

wise to reheat spinach, to whether it will rain, or what the elements are of ultimate reality. 

Theoretical physics, the expertise of the speaker, is a science too. While reading I realized what 

an esteem people must have of me, just because of this one word “science”. The topic of this 

book was entirely novel to me and I would have probably understood it as well, if I would have 

been an arts major, or if I would have had done a PhD in comparative literature. 

Nevertheless, it was an intriguing book to me. I felt like I was taken on a tour by a rather 

hyperactive tour guide, who is, in all her enthusiasm running ahead of the group, pointing out all 

the wonderful, delusional, fluid, unexpected, startling and shocking aspects of the universe and of 

nothingness. The tourist group hurries to follow, sometimes left in complete confusion, and 

sometimes with the idea that they are on top of the universe and understand every aspect of it. 

And that moment then lasts only a few paragraphs until we meet yet another physicist who turns 

this universe upside down. And in the end of the book, when nothing appears to be real anymore, 

not even reality itself, the tour guide shows me that there was never a group, there was never 

even a tour guide, there is only me. And I feel lonely and great at the same time. And I feel proud, 



that apparently all by myself I managed to imagine such a great universe, including the author 

herself. 

This book will make you wonder whether, when we will see Holland play Spain tomorrow, there 

are as many outcomes of the game as there are spectators in the stadium. This book will make 

you wonder whether this football tournament is even real? Of whether anything, is real, your 

children, your house, your alarm clock, or even the book that your holding in your hands. 

At the same time this is an intriguing tale about a father and a daughter that start a journey 

looking for the ingredients of the universe, ultimate reality, and ultimate nothingness. It is a 

romantic comedy as much as a science book. We follow the authors career, trespassing into 

physics, partycrashing conferences, graduating, pretending to be a writer, being a writer, getting 

the literary agent she always dreamed of, and finally writing this book. It is a great pleasure to 

introduce to you all Amanda Gefter. 

 


