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One of my favorite characters in the history of American politics is Clare 

Booth Luce. A fascinating personality, she was first and foremost a writer. As 

a young woman she practiced journalism, wrote essays, drama and film 

scenarios. But in 1942 she entered politics and was elected as a Republican 

to represent the fourth district of Connecticut in the US Congress. Later in life, 

in the fifties, she would become the first female ambassador of the United 

States. 

 



Although her political convictions were often a little too conservative for my 

taste, she was undoubtedly a bright and forceful presence on the political 

stage. She was witty and sharp-tongued; as a speaker, she knew how to 

engage an audience. 

 

She authored several famous catchwords and one-liners. Although she 

supported wholeheartedly the war effort, she was very critical of the 

idealistic plans that were developed within the Roosevelt administration 

for the post-war order – plans which she denounced repeatedly and for 

which she coined a term that would stick for a long time: ‘globaloney’. 

When a Republican senator switched to the Democratic party, she 

quipped: ‘Whenever a Republican leaves one side of the aisle and goes 

to the other, it raises the intelligence quotient of both parties.’ 

 

There are two reasons why I decided to evoke the life and career of Clare 

Booth Luce this evening. The first reason is to remind all of us that 

combativeness and partisanship have always been part of the American 

political scene. Faced with the polarization that has been such a 

prominent feature of Washington over the past twenty years and certainly 

during Barack Obama’s presidency, we tend to think that it is a new 

phenomenon or that it has never had such a overwhelming impact. But is 

that really true? That is, I hope, one of the questions that will be dealt with 

by our guest speaker. More specifically: what can we expect from 

Congress, now that the Republicans control both houses on Capitol Hill? 

Will there be more confrontation with the White House, will there be even 

more deadlock? Or will both the White House and the GOP show more 

restraint as they prepare for the next presidential elections? And by the 

way, which party is best positioned for the 2016 campaign? 

 

The second reason for mentioning Clare Booth Luce is that she acted as 

an assertive woman and may be considered as one of the female 



pioneers in American politics. The participation of women in politics is the 

second topic of this evening. Is gender still a major factor in campaigns 

and elections? Why does the number of women who hold elected office in 

the United States remain relatively low? 

 

Our guest this evening is highly qualified to give us a better insight on 

both accounts. Professor Jennifer Lawless is a widely recognized expert 

on women’s involvement in politics. Her research has appeared in 

numerous academic journals. She is the author of the book Becoming a 

Candidate: Political Ambition and the Decision to Run for Office and she 

is the co-author of It Still Takes a Candidate: Why Women Don’t Run for 

Office. She is a professor at the School for Public Affairs at the American 

University in Washington DC, where she is the director of the Women & 

Politics Institute. 


