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Looking Back and Looking Forward

After the historic US elections of November 2016 that took the world by surprise, 2017 was President’s Trump’s first full year in
office. It was a tumultuous year and the rest of his term seems to be developing along the same lines, with the midterm elections
coming up in November of 2018. The interest in America, always quite lively in the Netherlands, has only grown - and
concomitantly, attendance at the John Adams events has grown even further.

We were proud to welcome two new main sponsors: the Postcode Loterij and Wolters Kluwer, which decided to upgrade it
support form Corporate Member to Main Sponsor. For Wolters Kluwer we were able to arrange an in-house gathering with one of
our technology speakers, Jonathan Taplin.

Increasingly the John Adams is able to take the initiative to bring speakers who we feel fulfill our mission as an independent not-
for-profit of “bringing the best and brightest of American thinking to the Netherlands”. We can do that thanks to the resources we
can tap into through our John Adams Family, whose ranks have swelled in less than three years to 40 members.

Also thanks to those resources, and a grant from the Embassy, we were able to complete the digitalization of a couple hundred
old lectures that had been stored away on dvd’s, cassette’s and cd-rom’s in moving boxes. We are now in the processing of
uploading them to our You Tube channel and to the ‘Our Speakers’ section of our website. That means that this important legacy
of the John Adams, thirty years of thought-provoking American speakers, is now accessible to everyone and anyone free of
charge.



Thanks to support from the US Embassy, we were able to continue our outreach program to high school students, the
Quincy Club. The theme this year was the Marshall Plan, which was launched 70 years ago by Secretary of State Marshall
in a lecture at Harvard. And in collaboration with the Embassy, the Consulate and the Ivy League, a new knowledge
exchange program was set up so that various institutes involved with American culture can better coordinate their
efforts. In that same vein, we published a delightful twelve-part blog called ‘Urban Observations’ by the bright young
researcher Ross Tilchin, who was stationed at the Amsterdam Economic Board for several months.

We continue to expand our cultural network, and our brand awareness! — by working together with other institutions.
This year we hosted events for our private donors together with the new String Quartet Biennale, an evening on Leonard
Bernstein with the members of the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra and our former director Russell Shorto, and
participated in a World Café Discussion organized by the European Commission. The John Adams Institute is integrated
into the Netherlands'’ cultural network and continues to be a strong brand in its own right.

Tracy Metz
Director John Adams Institute







EVENTS

Event photos by Gerrit Serné



February 1, 2017

Leonard Bernstein: East Side, West Side

=

As a young musician Leonard ‘Lenny’ Bernstein lived in an immigrant neighborhood of New York City, the Lower East Side.

He died in his apartment at the prestigious Dakota building on the Upper West Side of Manhattan. In co-operation with the Royal
Concertgebouw Orchestra, we presented a special program in the West-Indisch Huis which shed a light on one of the most
exuberant musical personalities of the last century. The acclaimed writer and former John Adams Institute director, Russell Shorto,
talked about the colorful figure Bernstein and the turbulent New York of his time. Bram Kortekaas - inspired by Bernstein’s FBI file -
composed new chamber music that was performed by musicians of the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra.

In cooperation with: The Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra
Moderator: Tracy Metz
Location: West-Indisch Huis, Amsterdam

Special thanks to: Hotel The Grand






